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1857_ Requested Meeting Date: Juty 2s,2023

Title of ltem: Economic Development Q2 lmpact Report

a REGULAR AGENDA

CONSENT AGENDA

INFORMATION ONLY

Action Requested: Direction Requested

Approve/Deny Motion M oi".rrsion ltem

Adopt Resolution (attach draft) Hold Public Hearing*
*provide copy of hearing notice that was published

Submitted by:
Mark Jeffers

Department:
Administration

Presenter (Name and Title):
Mark Jeffers, Economic Development Coordinator

Estimated Time Needed:
20 minutes

Summary of lssue

Mark Jeffers will present the Q2 lmpact Report to Commissioners at the Board meeting

Alternatives, Options, Effects on Others/Comments:

Recommended Action/Motion :

No action needed

Financial lmpact:
ls there a cosf assocrafed with this request? Yes No
What is the total cost, with tax and ?$
/s fhis budgeted? Yes No Please Explain

Legally binding agreements must have County Attorney approval prior to submission
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Priorities to lnvoke Change

Promote Recreation
and Tourism

lmprove
Broadband

port
Childcare

Support Career
Development

Business Retention,
Expansion and

Attraction

Support Housing
lnitiatives



' Communication and Branding: Naturally Better campaign is currently in motion. Naturally Better logo and
marketing material are complete. The Website is live. This project will now shift to a development plan to
continue to improve on our recreation and tourism assets.

' River Trails: Economic Development is collaborating with Ripplesippi Trail committee and running a contest to
have the community help name our river trail system.

' Northwoods ATV Trail System: promoting the trail system and vision for Axtell area to be the "Valley Fair of
the North". Currently building out the Mille Lacs Connector.

' Arts & Entertainment: Continued collaboration with community stakeholders that are creating momentum in
our community.

Business Development & Recreation Grant: Aitkin County has awarded over 511,900 in grants to area businesses
and events in an effort to help promote recreation assets and business development. Over SZS,OOO have been

a

requested

The Craft House

Trails lnn Quadna Mountain

Rialto Theatre

Aitkin Chamber of Commerce

Jaques Art Center

Habitat For l-"lumanity

Palisade Event Committee

Long Lake Foundation

McGregor

HillCity

Aitkin

Aitkin

Aitkin

Aitkin

Palisade

Palisade

$1,745

$2,000

$1,257

$1,550

$1,400

$1,100

$e25

$2,000
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' McGrath Project: Construction is underway and the project is on schedule. The grant completion deadline is

March 3L,2024.

' ISP Projects: SCI continues building in the McGregor area for 2023. Paul Bunyan is completing construction in Ball
Bluff Township and building out their RDOF area north of Aitkin.

' Digital Connection Committee: Aitkin County is the lead on a team of local community leaders focusing on
identifying the specific needs for broadband in our community. This committee work will benefit our unserved and
underserved residents. The work has concluded and we have submitted our survey results to the MN Office of
Broadband.

' DEED Border to Border Grants: SCI was awarded |lgq,8ZZ to build out Broadband in Aitkin County. This was the
only Border to Border grant awarded in Aitkin County for the current round of funds.
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' DEED Economic Development Childcare Grant: Aitkin County was awarded 5100,000 to be used to increase
new childcare facilities in Aitkin County

'2O23 ChildcareAcceleration Grant: St00,000 (DEED Grant) will be awarded to potential new childcare
facilities in Aitkin County. Eligible applications can include licensing and training fees, home remodel to meet
state requirement standards and equipment and supplies for new childcare providers. We are also
developing a scholarship program with Central Lakes College for Aitkin County residents to study early
childhood education.

' I am working with a local business and a local municipality to plan a childcare center.

' One childcare provider in the McGregor area has applied for re-zoning in an effort to complete the transition
from an at home provider to a childcare center, greatly increasing the amount of child slots available in that
area.
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a Revitalization Grant: Aitkin County has awarded over 545,000 in grants to area businesses in an effort to help
upgrade their building aesthetics. Over $t2t,000 have been requested.

Hello Gorgeous

Palisade One Stop

Ginger Marie's

Sunny's

Village Pump Saloon

Growth lnnovations

Smokey Jake's BBQ

My Crafts & Things

Roadside Market

Jaques Art Center

The Locker Room

Northland Hydraulics Service

Sam's Custom Meats

Lowe Properties

The Terrace

Aitkin

Palisade

Aitkin

HillCity

Tamarack

Aitkin

Aitkin

Aitkin

HillCity

Aitkin

Aitkin

HillCity

Tamarack

Aitkin

Aitkin

$712

$3,000

$2,000

$5,000

$4.600

$1,006

$1,521

$1,151

$5,000

$1,020

$3,000

$5,000

$5,000

$s,000

$2,000
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a Housing: Aitkin County is currently working to approve a tax abatement application for INH Development. INH
plans to build a 51 unit 55+ complex and a 44 unit multi-family market rate housing complex, both on Bunker
Hill Drive in the City of Aitkin.

ilL

,dL

-{

A rr put
lt-

TKIN
COUNTY
- 

EST 1857

lr

,1'
i--r_

F

flf'-

.J.

It&r

|ilr
{5_

il4

-rlL

d!

iIL

l!.

Lt!

llt

i!.

"tt
-dt- 

*- 
- 

'*jlr-

-t

www. natu ra I lvbette rhere.com
Naturally Better.



a Housing: Aitkin County is currently working to approve a tax abatement application for INH Development. INH
plans to build a 51 unit 55+ complex and a 44 unit multi-family market rate housing complex, both on Bunker
Hill Drive in the City of Aitkin.
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Promote Recreatinn ard Tourism

Broadband

Childcare

Car€er

Business Eetention, Epansion

Aftract'bn

lnt'rativ€s

Statewde locdl Housinq Aid
INH Uevelopment Tax Abatement

LBmmunrty Lirdnt Hrogram
Husrness Hevr tal ization Erant

Uollaborahon wth JE I

Uhr ldcare Accelerdhon lirant
UEtIJ llhaldcare qrdnt
Lhrldcare summrt

ES am

Iliqrtal lnclusion f, ommittee

to
ulandrn Accelerate Uohort

uusrness UevelDDment &. Hecrealon lirant
Hoost L:irant
HrtrdesrDtri naminq of trails
Artkln Uountu Hrandrnq Proiect

$3/.U00 available lor Housing Trust Fund type events

Lountu led commtttee on broaclband knowledoe

Artkrn Lountq Hrant
Artkrn County Erant

to

Uounty led commrttee on anclusion of rural residences

conhnued support ol l5H trrotects tn Aitkln f,ountp
to nternet

Annual trounty Erant

Jan lulL
Jan. lU23

Uec.ltJll
Dec.2D77
June. l\ll

I
April.2O2?

ADTII- IUIJ
June. ZIJZI

June.202.l

I
Auq- 2021

tutt
Mdrch. Z[23
June. ZUZZ

Dec.2023

Dec.2U2J

onqotnq

onqornq

anootno
I

Dec, lull

Feb. tulj
onoorno

uec. tutS
June. IUZJ

I
Dec.2022

Auqust- lulJ
ljecember- ZUZ'

I
March- 2024

zUt:t
Mau.2023
June, Z0Z3
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